Songs of Praise

A Sacred Name Collection Music
Curriculum — Kindergarten to University
Prepared for David Farkas —Working Draft

About this collection

These fourteen songs form amusic strand for the Sacred Name
education curriculum. Each song iswritten for one level, from
kindergarten through university, so a child can grow up singing the
collection — the songs grow as the singer grows.

Four threads run through every level, in words suited to each age:

1. Knowing the Creator — Y ahweh made all things, and made us.
2. Learningto praise Him — what praiseis and how we giveit.

3. Aloving Father in heaven — He loves us as afather loves his
children.

4. Never left alone — His presence never leaves us, and His angels
watch over us.

How to use these songs

« Kindergarten—Grade 2: Sing with actions and movement.
Repetition is the teacher.

» Grades 3-5: Add simple harmony, rounds, and classroom
instruments.

» Grades 6-8: Introduce two- and three-part singing; discuss what the
words mean.

» Grades9-12: Let students lead, arrange, and write their own verses.

« University: Study, arrangement, and composition — the capstone
level treats the songs as texts to understand deeply and make new
again.



Theinstrument program

Every song carries an instrument assignment, and a full grade-by-grade
instrument schedule — which instruments are introduced at each age,
the K-3 rotation system for discovering what each child is tuned to, and
the path from first percussion to university mastery — isin the
companion document Instrument Program — Kindergarten to
University (also in this curriculum). The voice is the first instrument and
never leaves the program.

Production note

Songs are written for voices first. Accompaniment should stay simple
and subordinate to the singing. Where recordings are produced, the
collection standard is A4 = 432 Hz reference tuning; any frequency
choices are artistic production decisions only.

A note on the words of these songs: the lyrics printed here are a
beginning — an ideato start from, not a finished work to be kept as it
stands. Change them, shape them, write your own verses to the music.
The songs are given so that the music becomes your own.

Song 1 — Kindergarten

"Yahweh Made Everything"

Thread: Knowing the Creator

Musical direction: C major, gentle and bouncy, about 100 BPM. Clap
aong. Every line has an action in parentheses — do the actions while
singing.

Instruments. Shakers, tambourine, hand drums, jingle bells — every
child plays, actions on every line.

Chorus

Y ahweh made the sun so bright, (arms make a big circle)

Y ahweh made the moon at night, (hands together under cheek,
"deeping")

Y ahweh made the birdsthat fly, (flap arms)



Y ahweh made the big blue sky! (arms stretch wide)
Everything, everything, (spin once)
Y ahweh made everything! (arms stretch wide)

Versel

Y ahweh made the fish that swim, (swimming motion)

Y ahweh made the trees so tall, (reach up high)

Y ahweh made the little lambs, (gentle head tilt)

He made the big and the small! (big arms, then tiny arms)

(Chorus)

Verse?2

Y ahweh made my eyes to see, (point to eyes)

Y ahweh made my hands to clap, (clap twice)

Y ahweh made my voice to sing, (hands around mouth)
And He made me — just like that! (point to self, big smile)

(Chorus)

Teaching note: Thelast lineisthe point of the whole song: the Creator
who made the sun and the sea also made me. Let each child point to
themselves on "He made me." Sing it often; the repetition plants the
truth deep.

Song 2 — Grade 1
"Clap and Sing"

Thread: Learning to praise Him

Musical direction: G mgjor, joyful march, about 116 BPM. Stomp and
clap on the beat. Call-and-response; teacher sings the call, children sing
the response in bold.

Instruments. Rhythm sticks, woodblock, hand drums; voicesin
call-and-response.



Chorus

We praise Yahweh, yeswe do! (yeswe do!)

We praise Yahweh, me and you! (me and you!)

Clap your hands (clap clap), stomp your feet (stomp stomp),
Praise Him with the music's beat!

Versel

In the morning when | wake, (stretch up)

| will praise Him — (children: "I will praise Him!")
For the breakfast that | eat, (rub tummy)

I will thank Him — (children: "I will thank Him!™)

(Chorus)

Verse?2

When I'm playing in the sun, (march in place)

| will praise Him — (children: "I will praise Him!")
When the busy day is done, (yawn and stretch)

I will thank Him — (children: "I will thank Him!")

(Chorus)

Teaching note: Praiseis not only for church or assembly — it belongs
to mornings, meals, play, and bedtime. This song teaches children that
praise is adaily habit, woven through an ordinary day.

Song 3— Grade 2

"My Angel Watches Over M¢e"

Thread: Never left alone — the guardian angel

Musical direction: F mgjor, rocking lullaby 6/8, about 92 BPM. Soft
and safe. Can be sung as a bedtime song.

Instruments: Metallophone/xylophone [ullaby line, soft shakers; hum
the last chorus.

Versel
When | lay me down to sleep,



There'sapromise | will keep:
I will close my eyes and know
My angel will not let me go.

Chorus

My angel watches over me,

All through the night, so peacefully.
Y ahweh sent him from above —

My angel watches over me with love.

Verse?2

When | wake to morning light,
When | play till day turns night,
On the road and in my home,

| am never, never alone.

(Chorus)

Bridge

Thank Y ou, Father, for Your care,
For Your angel everywhere.

| am safe within Y our hand —
More than | can understand.

(Chorus, softly, then humthe last line)

Teaching note: Y oung children often fear the dark. This song answers
fear with truth: Y ahweh's protection is real and personal. Teach it as
both a classroom song and a bedtime song families can sing at home.

Song 4 — Grade 3

"Father in Heaven Loves M e"

Thread: A loving Father in heaven
Musical direction: D major, warm and steady, about 96 BPM. Unison
first, then try asimple round on the chorus.



Instruments. Recorder (melody), ukulele (chords), light percussion; try
the chorus as around.

Versel

Like the sunshine warms the land,
Like afather holds my hand,
Liketherain that feeds the tree —
Father in heaven loves me.

Chorus

He loves me, He loves me,

My Father in heaven loves me.
Not because I'm good or strong —
He has loved me all along.

Verse?2

When I'm happy, when I'm sad,
When I'm good and when I'm bad,
When | whisper, "I'm sorry" —
Father in heaven loves me.

(Chorus)

Verse3

He is higher than the sky,
Yet He hears mewhen | cry.
Heis coming close to see —
Father in heaven loves me.

(Chorus, then repeat last line softly)

Teaching note: Third graders are old enough to wonder whether love
must be earned. The chorus answers directly: "not because I'm good or
strong." Thisisthe first song in the collection to name grace in achild's
vocabulary.

Song 5— Grade4



"TheWorld He M ade"

Thread: Knowing the Creator — the detail of creation

Musical direction: A mgor, flowing, about 104 BPM. Each verse visits
apart of creation. Add classroom instruments. shakers for the sea, bells

for the stars.

Instruments: Violin/flute (melody), guitar strum, classroom percussion
— sea shakers, star bells.

Verse 1 — TheMountains

I climbed the mountain, high and steep,
Where the quiet valleys sleep.

Who piled the rocks so high and grand?
The mighty hand of Y ahweh's hand!

Chorus

Oh, the world He made, the world He made!
Every color, every shade!

From the mountain to the sea,

Y ahweh made it al for me!

Verse2— The Ocean

| stood beside the rolling sea,

Its waves came dancing up to me.
Who taught the waters where to go?
Y ahweh did — the sea waves know!

(Chorus)

Verse3— The Stars

| counted starstill | lost track,

A million white, amillion black.
Who hung each lantern in the sky?
Y ahweh did — He's way up high!

(Chorus)

Verse4 — Me
| looked inside my wondering heart,
And found Him there, the greatest part.



Who made the one who's singing free?
Y ahweh did — He made me!

(Chorus, big finish)

Teaching note: This song trains observation — the curriculum's science
thread begins here. Take the class outside after learning it: find one
thing Y ahweh made and sing its verse to it. Wonder is the beginning of
knowledge.

Song 6 — Grade5
"| Will Sing to Yahweh"

Thread: Learning to praise Him — praise as a personal choice
Musical direction: E minor to G major, building, about 112 BPM.
Verse soft, chorus strong. Good first two-part song: melody plus a
simple "l will sing" echo line.

I nstruments. Two-part voices, piano/guitar, cajon — the first full
ensemble piece.

Versel

Nobody hasto tell me twice,

My heart already knows the price —

He gave melife, He gave me breath,

He'll hold me close through life and death.

Chorus

I will sing to Y ahweh, sing to Y ahweh,
I will lift my voice and say:

Y ou are worthy, You are true —

| will sing my songto Y ou!

Verse2

When the morning sun is new,
I'll remember what istrue:
Every good gift that | see



Comes from Him who first loved me.
(Chorus)

Bridge

Not just with my lips, but with my days,
Not just in song, but in my ways —

My whole life amelody,

Sung to Y ahweh, wild and free!

(Chorus twice, second time stronger)

Teaching note: Fifth grade is the hinge: children begin to choose for
themselves. This song makes praise adecision — "l will sing" — and
widensit beyond music: "my whole life amelody." Discuss: what does
it mean to praise Y ahweh with your days?

Song 7— Grade6

"Never Alone"

Thread: Never left alone — His presence that never leaves

Musical direction: C mgjor, steady and reassuring, about 88 BPM.
Verse reflective, chorus like an anchor. Works well with guitar or piano.
I nstruments. Guitar/piano, bass, cajén; class ensemble, steady and
reassuring.

Versel

When the hallway feelstoo long,
When the right feels like the wrong,
When my friends al walk away —
There'savoice | hear Him say:

Chorus

"I am with you, never alone,

Closer to you than your own home.
Through the valley, through the night,



| am with you — hold on tight."

Verse?2

When the test is on the desk,

And my heart is beating fast,
When | fail and feel the shame —
Still He calls me by my name:

(Chorus)

Verse3

When I'm older, far from here,
When | face my biggest fear,
This old song will find me till:
Heiswith me, and He will.

(Chorus, then hum)

Teaching note: Sixth graders enter the anxious years. Thissong is
pastoral beforeit is musical — teach it as a promise to memorize. The
third verse looks ahead deliberately: the songs of childhood are meant to
follow them out the door.

Song 8 — Grade 7

"How Great Isthe Creator"

Thread: Knowing the Creator — His majesty

Musical direction: D mgjor, broad and anthemic, about 100 BPM.
Three-part harmony on the chorus. Let it be big.

Instruments: Three-part voices with strings, brass, and wind sections
— letit be big.

Versel

He spoke, and stars caught fire and burned,
He breathed, and turning worlds were turned.
The ocean's edge, the mountain's crown —



Helaid them up, He laid them down.

Chorus

How great is the Creator!
How great is Y ahweh's namel
The heavens shout His glory,
The earth repeats the same!
How great isthe Creator —
Forever He will reign!

Verse?2

He counts the hairs upon my head,
He knows the tears that | have shed.
The God of galaxies above

Bends down to me in perfect love.

(Chorus)

Bridge

Not far, not far — He's closer than my breath,
Stronger than my fear, truer than my desth.
Great in power, great in love —

My Creator, throned above!

(Chorustwice)

Teaching note: Seventh grade can hold two truths at once: infinite
power and intimate love. The second verse is the hinge — "the God of
galaxies bends down to me." Discuss how both can be true, and why it
matters that they are.

Song 9 — Grade 8

" Praise With All My Heart"
Thread: Learning to praise Him — what praisereally is
Musical direction: G mgjor, thoughtful folk-rock, about 104 BPM.



Verse guestioning, chorus resolving. Good for student-led arrangement.
Instruments. Student arrangement — their instruments, their choice
(the composer's year).

Versel
Ispraise asong | sing on Sunday,
Then forget by Monday?

Is praise the words | say in prayer,
When nobody isthere?

Chorus

Praise is more than singing —
It'sthelife I'm bringing!

Every choice | make today
Isasong | sing Yahweh'sway.
Praise with all my heart,

Let the worship start —

Not just the tune, but all of me:
That's what praise was meant to be!

Verse?2

Is praise the thanks | give for food,
Only when I'm in the mood?

Is praise afeeling, warm and bright,
That fades into the night?

(Chorus)

Bridge

So I'll praise Him in the hallway,
Praise Him when | work and play,
Praise Him when it's hard to do —
That's when praise is truest, true.

(Chorus, then strip back to voices only on the last two lines)

Teaching note: Eighth graders smell hypocrisy amile away —
including their own. This song takes their hardest question seriously: is
worship real if my life doesn't match? Don't rush past the verses. Let



them argue with the song before they sing the chorus.

Song 10 — Grade 9

"My Father Knows My Name"

Thread: A loving Father in heaven — the personal relationship
Musical direction: A minor to C magjor, intimate, about 84 BPM.
Solo-friendly. Let the chorus open up like sunrise.

Instruments. Featured solo instrument (student soloist) with ensemble
accompani ment.

Versel

In aworld of seven billion faces,
Lost among the crowded places,
One voice cals me soft and true —
"Child, I made a place for you."

Chorus

My Father knows my name,

He knows my joy, He knows my pain.
Before | speak, He understands —
I'm held forever in His hands.

My Father knows my name.

Verse2

When | wonder who | am,

When | doubt and give a damn,
When the mirror tellsme lies—
He looks at me with Father's eyes.

(Chorus)

Bridge

Not a number, not aface in the crowd,

Not too quiet, not too loud —

Known, and loved, and called, and claimed:
My Father knows my name.



(Chorus, then whisper thetitle once)

Teaching note: Ninth grade isidentity formation. The world's loudest
guestion at fourteen is "who am 1?' — this song answers with the ol dest
answer: you are known and named by your Father. Teach it gently;
some students will cry. That's all right.

Song 11 — Grade 10

" Angels All Around”

Thread: Never left alone — the unseen guard, matured

Musical direction: E major, cinematic and steady, about 96 BPM.
Layered vocals. Thisisthe Grade 2 angel song grown up.

Instruments: Full ensemble; layered vocals; sing back-to-back with the
Grade 2 angel song.

Versel

| used to think the dark was deep,

| used to fear the night would keep
Its shadows — but now | see

There's more here than appears to me.

Chorus

Angelsall around, though | can't see their faces,
Standing guard in all my places.

Y ahweh's watchers, strong and true —

They're watching over me and you.

Angelsall around.

Verse?2

When | walk through fire and flood,
When I'm tempted, when there's blood,
When the battle'sin my mind —
Heaven's army's close behind.

(Chorus)



Bridge

Not because I'm good or brave,
Not aprize that | could crave —
Grace alone has stationed them:
Heaven's guard for Y ahweh's gem.

(Chorus, big, then acapella last line)

Teaching note: Pair thiswith the Grade 2 song "My Angel Watches
Over M€e" — sing them back to back and discuss what changed. The
child's lullaby has become the young adult's battle song. The protection
is the same; the singer has grown. Thisis the curriculum working as
designed.

Song 12— Grade 11

"TheHeavensAreTelling"

Thread: Knowing the Creator — creation as witness

Musical direction: F mgor, majestic and flowing, about 108 BPM.
Choair-style. Let the versesroll like the skies they describe.
Instruments: Choir and orchestra; students arrange the key lift on the
fina chorus.

Versel

The heavens are telling, the skies declare,
The glory of Yahweh is everywhere!

No voice, no language, yet all can hear —
Creation is preaching, loud and clear!

Chorus

Day after day, the story'stold,

Night after night, the truth unfolds:

Y ahweh made it all, Y ahweh reigns above —
The universeis singing of Hislove!

Verse?2
The sun comes running like a champion strong,



The moon keeps time through the whole night long.
The stars are scattered like ajeweled crown —
And not asingle one falls down!

(Chorus)

Bridge

If | had no Bible, had no song,

The sky would teach me all day long:
Look up, look up, and you will see
The Maker's fingerprints on me!

(Chorustwice, key lift on the second)

Teaching note: Thisisthe curriculum's natural-theol ogy song, suited to
the grade where students meet science seriously. The claim is precise:
creation declares — it does not replace scripture, but it testifies. A good
companion to the Grade 4 "World He Made" nature walk, now with
older eyes.

Song 13— Grade 12

"1 Chooseto Praise"

Thread: Learning to praise Him — the graduate's commitment
Musical direction: C major, anthemic and forward-moving, about 120
BPM. The senior song — sing it at graduation. Full voices, full hearts.

I nstruments. Graduate ensemble — arranged, rehearsed, and produced
by the seniors themselves.

Versel

Twelve years of songs have led me here,
Through every joy, through every tear.
Thelittle tunes | used to sing

Have grown into a bigger thing.



Chorus

I choose to praise — not forced, not blind,
With open eyes and open mind!

Y ahweh, my Creator, Father, Friend —

| will praise You to the end!

| choose to praisel

Verse?2

The world will offer other songs,
Loud and shiny, sweet and wrong.
But I've been taught, and now | know
Which melody will make me grow.

(Chorus)

Bridge

Kindergarten's simple tune,

Grade school mornings, afternoon —
Every song was building me

For the praise that's wild and free!

Final Chorus

| choose to praise — my own voice now,
Not my teacher's, anyhow!

Y ahweh, take thissong | raise:

My life, my choice, my praise!

Teaching note: Sing the Grade 1 and Grade 5 songsin the same service
asthis one. Let the graduates hear how far they've come — from "clap
your hands' to "l choose." That arc is the curriculum. This song belongs
at every graduation.

Song 14 — University

" Sustainer of All Things'

Thread: All four threads woven together — the capstone
Musical direction: Open key, contemplative and vast, about 76 BPM.



Through-composed rather than verse-chorus. For choir, soloists, and
strings. Thisis a study piece as much as a song.

Instruments: Choir, soloists, strings. Study piece; final assignment isto
COmpose a hew capstone verse.

Part | — The Creator

Before thefirst star learned to burn,
Before thefirst tide learned to turn,
Before the word "begin" began —
Y ou were, You are, the Great | Am.

Part || — TheFather

And yet this Ancient of al days
Bends low to hear the child who prays.
The throne room and the nursery —
Both are Y ours, both hold me.

Part |1l — The Presence

No height, no depth, no far, no near
Can hide me from the One held dear.

Y our Spirit never leaves, never ends —
My Maker, Father, closest Friend.

Part IV — ThePraise

So what isleft for me to do

But give my everything to Y ou?
Not just my song, but all | am —
The praise of the Great | Am!

Finale (all voices)

Sustainer of all things, Y ahweh, we sing —
Creator, Father, ever-present King!

The angelsjoin us, the heavens resound:
The lost are sought, the sought are found!

Study note: Thisisthe curriculum's capstone text. At university level,
students should be able to trace every line back: Part | to the
kindergarten creation songs, Part |1 to the Father songs of Grades 3 and



9, Part I11 to the presence songs of Grades 6 and 10, Part IV to the praise
songs of Grades 5, 8, and 12. Have students map the threads, then
compose their own capstone verse — the curriculum's final assignment
istoaddtoit.

Curriculum map

| Level | Song | Thread |

-t

| Kindergarten | Y ahweh Made Everything | Knowing the Creator |
| Grade 1 | Clap and Sing | Learning to praise Him |

| Grade 2 | My Angel Watches Over Me | Never left aone |

| Grade 3 | Father in Heaven Loves Me | A loving Father |

| Grade 4 | The World He Made | Knowing the Creator |

| Grade 5 | | Will Sing to Y ahweh | Learning to praise Him |

| Grade 6 | Never Alone | Never |eft alone |

| Grade 7 | How Great |s the Creator | Knowing the Creator |

| Grade 8 | Praise With All My Heart | Learning to praise Him |
| Grade 9 | My Father Knows My Name | A loving Father |

| Grade 10 | Angels All Around | Never |eft alone |

| Grade 11 | The Heavens Are Telling | Knowing the Creator |

| Grade 12 | | Choose to Praise | Learning to praise Him |

| University | Sustainer of All Things | All threads— capstone |

Working draft — prepared for David Farkas, October 2026. All lyrics
original to this collection.



